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SUBJECT: INDIAN AND YEMENI DEFENSE MINISTERS 
VISIT THE GDR. 

1 . SUMMARY: IN BACK-TO-BACK VISITS THE DEFENSE MINISTERS 
OF INDIA AND THE PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

OF YEMEN HAVE PAID OFFICIAL VISITS TO THE GDR FOR DIS- 
CUSSIONS WITH GDR DEFENSE AND MILITARY OFFICIALS AND 
FOR MEETINGS WITH THE POLITICAL LEADERSHIP. PRESS REPORTS 
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HERE DO NOT REVEAL ANY SUBSTANTIVE AGREEMENTS WHICH MAY 
HAVE BEEN REACHED DURING THE COURSE OF THESE VISITS. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. INDIAN DEFENSE MINISTER JAGJIVAN RAM VISITED THE GDR 
MAY 26 THROUGH MAY 29 AS GUEST OF MINISTER OF DEFENSE 
HEINZ HOFFMANN. DURING HIS VISIT HE MET WITH ERICH 
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HONECKER TO WHOM HE PRESENTED THE GREETINGS OF INDIAN 
PRESIDENT REDDY. THE BULK OF THE VISIT WAS TAKEN UP WITH 
DISCUSSIONS WITH GDR DEFENSE AND MILITARY OFFICIALS, 

VISITS TO MILITARY UNITS AND INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES 
(PARTICULARLY THE KARL ZEISS JENA WORKS) AND CEREMONIAL 
ACTIVITIES. PRESS REPORTING ON THE VISIT STRESSED THE 
FRIENDLY AND COOPERATIVE CHARACTER OF BILATERAL RELATIONS 
BUT DID NOT REVEAL ANY SUBSTANTIVE AGREEMENTS WHICH MAY 
HAVE RESULTED FROM THE VISIT. AMONGST VARIOUS PUBLIC 
STATEMENTS DURING THE VISIT IT IS REPORTED THAT RAM 
PRAISED THE NATIONAL VOLKSARMEE FOR ITS DEFENSE OF ITS 
HOME LAND AND FOR CONTRIBUTING TO THE SECURING OF PEACE. 

3. A YEMENI DELEGATION LEAD BY DEFENSE MINISTER ALI AHMED 
NASSER ANTAR ARRIVED JUST AS RAM WAS DEPARTING MAY 29. 

THIS VISIT ALSO INCLUDED A RECEPTION BY HONECKER AND EX- 
TENSIVE AND WELL PUBLICIZED DISCUSSIONS WITH HOFFMANN AND 
OTHER GDR DEFENSE AND MILITARY OFFICIALS. BASED ON EAST 
GERMAN PRESS REPORTS IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE YEMENI 
DELEGATION ENGAGED IN MORE EXTENSIVE VISITING OF MILITARY 
UNITS AND CEREMONIAL ACTIVITIES THAN WAS THE CASE OF THE 
INDIAN DELEGATION. FOR EXAMPLE, THE YEMENIS PARTICIPATED IN 
A JOINT SOVIET- YEMENI-EAST GERMAN CEREMONY AT THE SOVIET 
WAR MEMORIAL IN BERLIN-TREPTOW. THE YEMENI DELEGATION 
ALSO MET WITH MINISTER OF STATE SECURITY ERICH MIELKE, 
PRESUMABLY FOR DISCUSSIONS CONCERNING GDR ASSISTANCE TO 
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YEMEN IN THE POLICE AND INTERNAL SECURITY FIELD. PUBLIC 
STATEMENTS OF THE YEMENI GROUP WERE MORE SUPPORTIVE 
OF THE GDR THAN THE INDIAN IN SUCH MATTERS AS 
EUROPEAN SECURITY, ANTI-IMPERIALISM, AND SOLIDARITY WITH 
NATIONAL LIBERATION FORCES. HOWEVER, PUBLIC REPORTS OF 
THIS VISIT ALSO REVEAL NO NEW SUBSTANTIVE UNDERTAKINGS. 

4. COMMENT: DESPITE THE ABSENCE OF PUBLISHED AGREEMENTS 
CONCERNING INCREASED GDR MILITARY ACTIVITY WITH INDIA AND 
YEMEN, THESE TWO VISITS AND THE PUBLIC ATTENTION TO THEM 
MAY REFLECT A CONTINUING EFFORT BY GDR AUTHORITIES TO 
MAINTAIN AND PERHAPS EXPAND THE SCOPE OF GDR MILITARY 
COOPERATION AND CONTACTS IN SELECTED COUNTRIES IN THE 
THIRD WORLD. THE GDR IS ALREADY HEAVILY ENGAGED IN YEMEN 
IN MILITARY AND INTERNAL SECURITY ASSISTANCE. HOFFMANN 
MADE SEVERAL VISITS TO ADEN IN 1977 AND, AT LEAST AS A 
PROTOCOLARLY MATTER, ANTAR'S APPEARANCE IN EAST BERLIN 
MUST BE CONSIDERED A RETURN VISIT. HOFFMANN VISITED INDIA 
IN 1975. AT THAT TIME THERE WAS SPECULATION IN THE WEST 
GERMAN PRESS THAT THE GDR MIGHT BECOME AN ARMS SUPPLIER TO 
INDIA ALTHOUGH THIS WAS DISCOUNTED BY THE THEN AMBASSADOR 
TO EAST BERLIN. END COMMENT. BOLEN 
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